
BALLINASCREEN & DESERTMARTIN PARISHES
4_OCTOBER_2026

No. 49 ~ TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

 
PARISH CONTACT DETAILS
 Fr. Peter Madden PP VF
31 Sixtowns Road
Telephone: 79628376  
Email:ballinascreenparish@gmail.com
 
Fr Michael McCaul CC 
50 Tobermore Road, Desertmartin
Telephone: 79632196
Email: desertmartinparish@gmail.com
 
PARISH OFFICES
Ballinascreen:

9 High Street                 
Phone: (028)79628248
Email: ballinascreenparish@gmail.com
Opening Hours: Monday, Tuesday and Thursday: 8.45 am - 3.30 pm. Wednesday: 8.45 am - 3.00 pm.

Desertmartin:
St Patrick’s Keenaught
Phone: (028)79397047
Email: desertmartinparish@gmail.com
Opening Hours: Wednesday and Thursday 10.30 am to 3.00 pm.

SAFEGUARDING
Safeguarding Contact Information
If you have any concerns with regard to the safeguarding of children within the Church, please contact:
Marie O’Kane - Diocesan Designated Liaison Person (DLP) Tel.: +44 7596 500793 or Email: dlp@derrydiocese.org
Northern Ireland Emergency Services

LIFELINE
Tel: 0808 808 8000 / Textphone 18001 0808 808 8000. 
www.lifelinehelpline.info

SVP HELPLINE
Helpline telephone number:  07710838050

GAMBLING HELPLINE
Help is available, phone: 02871351329

SPERRIN FOODBANK
Tel: 07543420639

BALLINASCREEN COMMUNITY SUPPORT GROUP
Please click the link https://www.parishofballinascreen.com/ballinascreen-community-support-gro for full details of Ballinascreen Community 
Support Group.

 

PSNI (Police Service of Northern Ireland): 101
Social Services:

Gateway Services, Western HSC Trust: 028 7131 4090 (ask for the Duty Social Worker)
Gateway Services, Northern HSC Trust: 028 9442 4459
Regional Emergency Social Work Services: 0800 1979 995

Ballinascreen (Desertmartin) https://www.parishofballinascreen.com
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NOTICES FOR THE BULLETIN
Notices for the Bulletin should be received by 1.00 pm on Wednesday, preferably by email.
Email: ballinascreenparish@gmail.com
Email: desertmartinparish@gmail.com

 
VIGIL MASSES FOR SUNDAY
Holy Rosary: 6.00 pm - Do This In Memory Mass
St Patrick’s, Keenaught: 7.30 pm

SUNDAY MASSES
St Columba’s, Straw: 9.00 am
St Mary’s, Coolcalm: 10.00 am
St Patrick’s, Sixtowns: 11.00 am
St Eugene’s, Moneyneena: 12 noon

MASSES FOR THIS WEEK
Monday ~ 5 October

10.00 am ~ Holy Rosary Church.
7.30 pm ~ Holy Rosary Church -  Mass in honour of St Pio of Pietrelcina.

Tuesday ~ 6 October
10.00 am ~ St. Mary’s, Coolcalm.

Wednesday ~ 7 October 
10.00 am ~ Holy Rosary Church.

Thursday ~ 8 October
10.00 am ~ St Mary's, Coolcalm.

Friday ~  9 October
10.00 am ~ St. Mary’s, Coolcalm.
7.30 pm ~ Holy Rosary Church. 

CONFESSIONS
Ballinascreen: Holy Rosary 5.30 pm - before Vigil Mass.
Desertmartin: Keenaught, Saturday 6.30 pm until 7.10 pm.

FEASTS OF THE WEEK
Monday 5 October: St Faustina Kowalska.
Tuesday 6 October: St Bruno.
Wednesday 7 October: Our Lady of the Rosary. 
Friday 9 October: St John Henry Newman, Ss Denis & Companions.

PADRE PIO MASS
The monthly Mass in honour of St. Pio of Pietrelcina will be celebrated on Monday October 5 at 7.30 pm in Holy Rosary Church. Novena prayers 
and rosary at 7.00 pm. This Mass marks the 21st anniversary of the Padre Pio prayer group in Ballinascreen. Adoration from 12noon until the 
7.30 pm Mass.

DEATH
We extend our prayerful sympathy to the family and relatives of:
Hubert O’Neill, Portstewart, formerly Drumard.

FIRST ANNIVERSARY MASS
The First Anniversary Mass for Michael Bradley, Disert Road, will be held on Friday 16 October at 7.30 pm in Holy Rosary Church.

mailto:ballinascreenparish@gmail.com
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The First Anniversary Mass for Kevin Kelly, Bancran Rd, will be held on Friday 23 October at 7.30 pm in Holy Rosary Church.
The First Anniversary Mass for John Joe McKenna, Cloane Rd, will be held on Friday 23 October at 7.30 pm in Holy Rosary Church.

ANNIVERSARIES
Ballinascreen:

Agnes Gray, Corrick Rd.;
Patrick McCullagh, Coolnasillagh Rd.;
Eileen Devlin, Sixtowns Rd.;
John McGorry, Oak Park;
Peggy Sargent, Gortnaskea Rd.;
Michael McGlone, Tonagh Hgts.;
Ellen Murray, Belfast;
Brendan McBride, Cavanreagh Rd.;
Susan Murray, Ranaghan Rd.;
Delphine McKenna, The Square;
Monica Gillespie, Glenelly Villas.

Desertmartin:
Brendan O’Neill;
Willie Fullen;
John Murray;
Maggie McGuigan;
Mary Donnelly;
Mary Josephine Breen.

BAPTISMS
We welcome into God’s family through the Sacrament of Baptism: Naoise Eamonn Mac Giolla Bhrighde, Dromdallagan

DO THIS IN MEMORY OF ME ENROLMENT MASS
The first DTIM mass is the 'Enrolment Mass', for ALL the children of the parish preparing for First Holy Communion next year and will take 
place on Saturday 10 October in Holy Rosary Church at 6.00 pm Vigil Mass.

PARISH COLLECTIONS
Ballinascreen:
Weekly Collection - £1901
Renovation Collection -  £1668.10
Retired Priests Collection - £229
Desertmartin:
Weekly Collection - £1150
Thank you for your generous support which is greatly appreciated.

VOCATIONS
Are you 18 years or older, wondering about serving the Church as a priest of the diocese of Derry? An afternoon Talk with time for Prayer, 
Discussion, Questions & Answers in Derry on Sunday 11 October. For further details contact Fr Pat O'Hagan at pgoh2111@gmail.com

OUR LADY, UNTIER OF KNOTS NOVENA
Novena begins after the 7.30 pm Mass on Thursday 1 October in Saint Eugene’s Cathedral. Continuing for the following eight Thursdays, 
concluding on 26 November.  Do you have “knots” in your life. This Novena reminds us that sin never entangled Our Lady, and that Christ gave 
us His Mother as Our Lady, Untier of Knots. Through this devotion, we entrust our personal “knots” to her loving care - learning to let go and 
allowing her to gently untie what binds us.  All are welcome to join.

ST. COLM’S HIGH SCHOOL
St. Colm’s High School Harvest Mass will take place in the Holy Rosary Church on Tuesday 13 October at 2.00 pm. Everyone welcome.

MONTHLY LUNCHEON CLUB
Free Transport now available to Over 60s Monthly Luncheon Club in Workspace Community Hub. Monthly Luncheon Club takes place on 
Wednesday 21 October in Workspace Community Hub from 11.00 am to 1.00 pm.  Workspace is teaming up with Out and About Community 
Transport to provide free transport to anyone in the Ballinascreen area who would like to attend but doesn’t have access to transport.  If you 
would like more information on booking a free spot, please contact Workspace on 028 7962 8113 before Wednesday 14 October and join us for a 
delicious lunch and good company, in a warm and friendly atmosphere.

mailto:pgoh2111@gmail.com


BALLINASCREEN HISTORICAL SOCIETY
A talk entitled "The Drapers' Company Tenantry" by Alistair Bodkin will be held on Tuesday 6 October at 8.00 pm in the Community Hub. Copies 
of his books will undoubtedly provide a rich resource for family history, emigration and even nicknames will be on sale. Everyone welcome.

FÉILE BHAILE NA SCRÍNE - BALLINASCREEN FESTIVAL 
Glór na Speiríní are delighted to announce a range of bilingual activities for all ages as part of our week-long festival. 
Wednesday 7 October: Gaeilge Go For It! from 7.00 pm to 8.00 pm. An insight from parents, pupils of Irish medium students and the 
perspective of adult learners. If you are wondering about learning Irish or choosing Irish medium education for your child.  Not to be missed! 
Friday 9 October: Pop-Up Gaeltacht, open music session, singing, conversation & craic in The Market Inn from 9.00 pm to late proceeds in aid 
of Palestine.
Saturday 10 October: Bilingual guided walk around Loch na gCon (Lough Fea) meeting at the carpark at 10.00 am
Sunday 11 October: Family Fun Day in An Ráth Dubh from 1.00 pm to 3.00 pm. Donations at the door in aid of youth club.
For more info on any of these events please contact Conchúr on 79627703 or email conchurglor@gmail.com

BALLINASCREEN CREDIT UNION
September Quarterly Cash Draw Winners:                

First Prize - £10,000 Mr Seamus Bradley, Plumbridge.
Second Prize - £7,000 Mr Sean Óg Scullion, Carnamoney Lane.
Third Prize - £5,000 Miss Cathy McKenna, Cloane Road.
Fourth Prize - £3,000 Mr Sean McConnell, Gortin.

Next Quarterly Cash Draw Saturday 19 December 2026.

BIRTHDAY WISHES
Congratulations and Happy Birthday to James Henry of Brooklands Nursing Home, formally Fivemilestraight, who celebrated his 104th Birthday 
this week.

CONGRATULATIONS 
Congratulations to the Desertmartin Ladies Team who won the recent County Championship Final.

KNOCKNAGIN HALL
Social Tea Dance: Friday 9 October, at 9.00 pm. Music by Colin Harney. Admission £7 - including refreshments.
Salsa Dancing:  6-week Salsa Dancing class is perfect for beginners no previous experience or partner needed! Thursday 1October from 7.00 pm 
to 8:30 pm. Cost: £42 for the 6-week block.
Craft Fair: A few tables still available for our Christmas Craft Fair, Sunday 8 November from 10:30 am to 3.00 pm. £20 per table or 2 for £30, 
£10 booking deposit. email  knocknaginhc@gmail.com or 078 8761 4094
Irish Class; Mondays. Bunrang (Beginners) 6:45pm to 8pm. Meánrang (Improvers) 8pm to 9:30pm.
Chair Exercise: Tuesdays from 10.00 am to 11.00 am. All welcome. Admission £4.
Irish Dancing Lessons: Tuesday evenings from 5:30 pm to 7.00 pm To register, contact Nicola: 07518 207458
Bowling Club: Tuesdays from 8.00 pm. Suitable for all.
Céilí Dancing Classes: New 6-week block started on Wednesday 30 September at 7:30pm. Suitable for all ages.
Acrobats Gymnastics Club: Saturdays from 9.00 am to 2.00 pm. To register visit https://acro-bats.classforkids.io/term/10
Sarsfield’s Accordion Band: Practice on Thursday at 7:30 pm. New and past members are all very welcome.
SGARA
Crochet classes start in Knocknagin hall on Tuesday 6th October at 7.30pm to 9pm all welcome limited places. Contact Chris 07546010560
Dance in Knocknagin Hall: Sunday 18 October from 3.00 pm to 5.30 pm. Music by Sean Corrigan.

SIXTOWNS CROSS COMMUNITY GROUP 
Indoor Bowls: Mondays at 8.15 pm. New Members Welcome. 
Special 25th Anniversary: Celebration event will be held on Friday 9 October at 8.00 pm in Sixtowns Hall. A great night of music & 
entertainment has been arranged with special guests Country Harmony, Patsy O’Hagan, Justin McGurk, Hugo Duncan and Brendan Quinn. 
Tickets are £20 and available from The Shepherd's Rest, Herons Chemist, Ballinascreen Credit Union, Straw Service Station & Committee 
Members. 
Christmas Fair with Santa: Sunday 29th November 2026 at Sixtowns Hall. Tables are booking up fast. £20 per table or £30 for two. To book, 
contact 07769 289385

NUALA'S BEGINNER 6 WEEK FITNESS CLASS
Join Nuala’s classes for an exciting new Beginner Fitness Class designed to help you move, build confidence, and have fun! Classes - £3.50 per 
session. Perfect for absolute beginners, low impact & easy to follow. Starts Tuesday 13 October from 6.45 pm to 7.45 pm in the hall, Workspace 
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Recreation Centre on the Back row.  Book your space by telephoning Carin: 02879628113.

NETBALL FOR BEGINNERS
Wednesday nights from 8.00 pm to 9.00 pm in the Backrow Hall. Over 16 ladies welcome.  Come along for fun.  No need to register Just turn up 
on the night. Adm £3. Contact Martina on 07795165999 for more info.

PARISH BAPTISMS 2026
Ballinascreen Parish:
All bookings to be made via Ballinascreen Parish Office on 02879628248 or Email: ballinascreenparish@gmail.com
Baptisms will be held at 3.00 pm on the following dates:

17 October, Sixtowns. (Saturday)
1 November, St. Columba's, Straw.
8 November, St Eugene’s Moneyneena.
29 November, Holy Rosary Church.
6 December, St. Patrick's, Sixtowns.
13 December, St. Columba's, Straw.
20 December, St Eugene’s Moneyneena.

Desertmartin Parish:
To book a baptism, contact Fr McCaul on 02879632196 or Desertmartin Parish Office on 02879397047.  Baptisms can be held in either church 
and are held at 1.30 pm on the following dates:

October 18 2026
November 8 & 22 2026
December 6 & 20 2026
January 10 & 24 2027
February 7 & 21 2027
March 7 & 14 2027
April 4 & 18 2027

NOTICES FOR THE BULLETIN
Notices should be received by 1.00 pm on Wednesday, preferably emailed to ballinascreenparish@gmail.com 

PARISH ANNIVERSARY MASS & MONTH’S MIND MASSES     
If you wish to have a deceased loved one prayed for at any Anniversary Friday Mass, please email their name to the Parish Office by 1.00 pm on 
Wednesday of the relevant week. Notices for First Anniversary and Month's Mind Masses should be received before 1.00 pm on Wednesday of 
the previous week so that, they may be printed in the Bulletin the weekend before the Anniversary Mass.

PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS
We pray for the men God is calling to serve as priests of our diocese that, as they work in the vineyard of the Lord, they will produce the good 
fruit of justice and integrity.
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Fr John McDevitt P.P.       9376273 / 0858237119
Fr.  Karl Haan C.C.            9379107  
www.culdaffparish.com
email: culdaffnotes@gmail.com

Weekly Offering €835
Development Collection €270

Envelopes can be left in McGuinness’ shop.

Daily Mass
Monday 7.30 pm; Tuesday & Wednesday, 10 am [Blessed 
Sacrament Exposition after 10 am Mass until 2 pm]; Thursday, 
7.30 pm; Friday, 10 am; Saturday 11 am.

Confessions Before Saturday nights Mass, 7.30 – 7.50
Saturday Vigil 8 pm

Sunday 10 am.

First Reading
Isaiah 5:1-7
The Lord compares the house of Israel to a vineyard.
Second Reading
Philippians 4:6-9
Paul encourages the Philippians to stay faithful to the teaching 
they received from him.
Gospel Reading
Matthew 21:33-43
Jesus tells the parable about the wicked tenants.

VOCATIONS  We pray for the men God is calling to serve as priests 
of our diocese that, as they work in the vineyard of the Lord, they will 
produce the good fruit of justice and integrity

Are you 18 years or older and thinking or wondering about serving the 
Church as a priest of the diocese of Derry? There will be an afternoon 
Talk with time for Prayer, Discussion, Questions & Answers in Derry 
on Sunday 11 October. For further details please contact Fr Pat 
O'Hagan at: pgoh2111@gmail.com.

Anniversary Mass this weekend
Saturday Vigil 8 pm Kathleen Lynch, Glasgow & Gleneely and 
Kathleen Lynch [nee Canny], Gleneely
.
Next Weekend
Saturday 8 pm Claire Doherty, St Boden’s
Sunday 10 am Madge McLaughlin, Drumley

Greencastle Centre Memories & Mementoes, a scrapbooking course 6 
weeks starting Thursday 22nd October 7-9pm €30.
- Strike A Chord – A Youth Music After-School Project 6 weeks starting 
Wednesday 14th October 4-6pm, transport & food provided.
- Autumn Wreath Workshop Thursday 15th October 7-9pm €45 msg 
Hayley to book 00447947431574
- Christmas Craft Fair Saturday 21st November 12pm – 3pm, stalls €20.

SERENITY HOUSE - Join the IFAN Community Health Forum 
in St Eugene’s Hall, Moville, on Thursday 8th October 26. 
Activities begin at 10:00 AM with a choice of a guided walk along 
the Moville Shore Front or chair aerobics inside St. Eugene's Hall. 
This is followed by tea, coffee, light refreshments, and information 
stalls from 11:30 AM -1.00 PM. Contact Mary on 086 2638489.
Quilting Thursday 8th October 3 pm- 5 pm €60 for 8 Weeks.
Soap and Resin Jewellery Making Friday 9th October 7-9 €5 per 
class
ICDL course Wednesday 14th October 10am -1pm

CULDAFF TIDY TOWNS This year's annual Culdaff Craft Fair will take 
place on Sunday 15 November from 2-5pm in the Wee Hall Culdaff. 
Afternoon teas served and a draw for valuable prizes will take place.
For more information and bookings contact Philomena on 0868418189.

The Men's Shed Carn is hosting "DROP IN WEDNESDAYS" for men 
every Wednesday from 11 am -1 pm. Pop in for a coffee and a chat and see 
what we do here at the shed, a place to connect, learn and create. Bring a 
friend, meet new people. All ages welcome
email mens.shed.carn@gmail.com or call 087 4611571.

Carrowmenagh Community Centre Tel 074 93 67061
The Sunday Night Dance will take place this Sunday, 27th 
September, 8pm. Old time, ceilidh, line dancing and 
jiving. Admission €5.
Monthly Food market starting Sunday 18th October, 2-5pm-
tables only €5. To book contact the Centre.
Places available on our digital skills for farmers, plumbing and 
Kid's Halloween craft courses. Contact the centre for more 
information and to book.

Whist
1st Vera Deeny
2nd Fr Jim
3rd Bridgid McCauley

Tickets Dolores O’Donnell, Sheila McCallion, Rose
Thompson, Vincent Lynn
Jackpot Fr Jim & Margaret McGilloway
Other Winners Gerard Doherty, Fr Jim, Mary B
McLaughlin, Carmel McLaughlin, Mary Quigley.

This time next Friday...
Sleeping bags will be rolled out. Hot chocolate will be 
poured. Communities will gather.
Stories will be shared. And across Ireland, thousands of 

people will spend one night outdoors in solidarity with 
children and families experiencing homelessness.
The lights will shine. Will yours?

From schools to sports clubs. From scout groups to 
workplaces. From parish halls to local businesses. People all 
over Ireland are getting ready for Shine A Light.

Spraoi agus Spórt Activities for Children and Families
Boogie Bugs - Mondays, 10am-12pm, ages 0-4.
Parent & Toddler Sensory Play - Tuesdays, 10am-1pm.
Mammy & Baby - Wednesdays, 10am-1pm.
Parent & Toddler Messy Play - Thursdays, 10am-1pm.
Unit 6, SuperValu, Carndonagh, F93 AY6D. Book at 
spraoiagussport.ie.
Late Night Shopping Spraoi
Come along and shop for fabulous second-hand fashion at 
Spraoi agus Spórt's Late Night Shopping Spraoi event at 
Buncrana (NEW VENUE- Scoil Mhuire) on Friday, 9 
October, 6pm-9pm. Free. Skip the queues and book at 
spraoiagussport.ie.
Free Baby Massage Courses
Free 4-week baby massage courses for parents and babies 
from birth to pre-crawling.
Greencastle Community Centre: Wednesdays, 7–28 October, 
10:30am–11:30am.
Sliabh Sneacht Centre, Drumfries: Fridays, 9 October–6 
November, 10:30am–11:30am.
Free to attend. Book at spraoiagussport.ie.
Wainfest 2026 at Spraoi
Wainfest at Spraoi agus Spórt, Carndonagh, offers creative 
camps including slime-making, sewing, candle-making and 
gaming. Parent & Toddler sessions feature imaginative, 
sensory and messy play, plus support for new mothers. Events 
run 10th–17th October. Book at spraoiagussport.ie.
Spraoi na Samhna
Spraoi na Samhna at Spraoi agus Spórt, Carndonagh, offers 
lots of Halloween activities including a pumpkin patch, slime-
making, sewing, cupcake decorating, gaming and coding 
camps. Parent & Toddler sessions feature sensory play, messy 
play and baby groups. Events run 23rd–30th October. Book at 
spraoiagussport.ie.

Charities Institute Ireland Awards
Spraoi agus Spórt has been shortlisted for three 2026 People’s 
Choice Awards with Charities Institute Ireland. Finance Team 
of the Year, Fundraising Team of the Year, and Charity of the 
Year. Show your support by voting at https://bit.ly/4zbnAxX
and enter a draw to win an Amazon Echo Dot.

Foróige will hold an Information Evening on Thursday 
15th October @ 7pm in Bocan Hall for a new Foróige 
Club in Culdaff for young people aged 12-18 Years 
Old. The evening is open to potential volunteers, parents 
and young people interested in joining the new club! All 
are welcome!

The Deep End: Finding my role in God’s plan
by Jane Mellett
Today, designated by the Church as the ‘Day for Life’,
celebrates the dignity of life from conception to natural
death. These words by Blessed John Henry Newman,
remind us that regardless of whatever situations we may
find ourselves in, we are all part of God’s plan for this
world:

‘God has created me to do Him some definite service. He
has committed some work to me which He has not
committed to another. I have my mission. I may never know
it in this life, but I shall be told it in the next. I am a link in
a chain, a bond of connection between persons. He has not
created me for naught. I shall do good; I shall do His work.
I shall be an angel of peace, a preacher of truth in my own
place, while not intending it if I do but keep His
commandments. Therefore, I will trust Him, whatever I am,
I can never be thrown away. If I am in sickness, my sickness
may serve Him, in perplexity, my perplexity may serve Him.
If I am in sorrow, my sorrow may serve Him. He does
nothing in vain. He knows what he is about. He may take
away my friends. He may throw me among strangers. He
may make me feel desolate, make my spirits sink, hide my
future from me.

Still, He knows what He is about.

Baptism ‘enables all believers
to possess an instinct for the truth of the Gospel’ - The views and opinions of many different people and of interest groups are important to the 
Church in discerning ‘the signs of the times’, so that it can determine how best to proclaim the Gospel.
For instance, scientists, many of whom are non-Christians and perhaps even atheists, are often consulted on church policy documents when the subject 
matter relates to areas in which they have expertise.
Discerning the sensus fidei, however, it is quite different. It doesn’t involve seeking out experts, at least not if by this we mean people with extensive 
knowledge, outstanding qualifications, or exceptional experience.
Rather, it involves seeking out those who, in their daily lives, try as faithfully as they can to live as disciples of Jesus within the community of the 
Church, nourished in this by the Word of God, personal prayer, regular celebration of the sacraments, and selfless acts of service.
It makes sense to understand the sensus fidei as residing with such people because it is the faithful living of one’s faith within the church community 
and keeps alive the gift of being able to appreciate the Church’s faith given at baptism.
Eamon Conway

SAFEGUARDING NOTICE: If you have any concerns 
with regards to Safeguarding Children or adults in need of 
protection within the Church please contact Marie O’Kane, 
the Diocesan Designated Liaison Person (DLP) at 0044 
7596500793, or at dlp@derrydiocese.org or Garda 
Síochána, Buncrana 074 9320540, Letterkenny HQ 074 
9167100 or TUSLA Family & Child Agency 00353 
749102233 ROI Vetting Office: 074 93 6310

All the sick of the parish will be attended on Tuesday this week.  If 
you would like a visit, please let the Priest know.

Culdaff http://www.culdaffparish.com
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PARISH OFFICE                           PRIEST 
Wednesday – Friday: 9am – 3pm                                                                    Rev. Declan McGeehan P.P./Adm. 
028 7135 1718                                                                                           declan.mcgeehan@derrydiocese.org 
steelstown@derrydiocese.org / culmoreparish@derrydiocese.org                 Urgent sick calls: 073 5238 7817 

 
 

THE CHURCH OF  

Our Lady of Lourdes  
Serving the Parishes of Steelstown & Culmore 

 

 
Sunday 4th October 2026                28th  Sunday in Ordinary Time (A) 
 

 
 

‘A Million Children Praying the Rosary’ 
On Thursday evening, Pope Leo XIV joined hundreds of schoolchildren at the Lourdes Grotto in the Vatican 
Gardens to pray the Rosary and launch this year’s ‘A Million Children Praying the Rosary’ campaign. The 
initiative started in 2005, in Caracas, Venezuela. While a group of children were praying the Rosary at a 
roadside shrine, several women who saw them recalled the words of Padre Pio: “When a million children 
start praying the rosary, the world will change!” The women sparked a movement to get one million children 
to pray the rosary in October.  With the help of the Pontifical Foundation, ‘Aid to the Church in Need’, this 
has become an annual worldwide event, and Pope Leo is asking parishes, schools, parents and grandparents 
to encourage children to pray the rosary this month. 
 
Last year, at the invitation of Aid to the Church in Need (Ireland), children from Steelstown Primary School 
joined with schoolchildren from Holy Family School in Gaza in a day-long recitation of the Rosary. Classes 
took it in turn to pray a decade, and they received a set of rosary beads made by Christians in Bethlehem.  
All our schools will be taking part in the initiative again this year, and we encourage everyone to unite with 
them on Wednesday 7th October, offering the Rosary for peace in our country and in our world. 
 
The rosary is recited here on Mondays at 6.30pm, and on Tuesdays-Saturdays at 9.30am. Please consider 
joining us in this month of October.  

 

CONFESSIONS 
 

WEEKEND 
Saturday:   After 10am Mass; 
                    5.45pm – 6.25pm 
Sunday:      10.30am – 10.50am 
 
WEEKDAYS 
Monday:           6.30pm – 6.55pm 
Tuesday:           8.10am – 8.30am 
Thursday:         9.30am – 09.50am 

MASS TIMES   

SUNDAYS 
Vigil:        6.30pm 
Sunday:   09.00am;  
                 11.00am;  
                 12.15pm 
 

WEEKDAYS 
Monday – Friday:       7.45am 
Monday:                      7.00pm 
Tuesday – Saturday: 10.00am 

         DEVOTIONS 
 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
Thursday:  08.00 – 09.55am 
                    10.30am – 12 noon 

 

ROSARY 
Before 10am Mass 
 

DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET 
After 10am Mass 

Culmoe http://culmoreparish.com
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SAFEGUARDING NOTICE – We are committed to ensuring the safety and well-being of everyone in our 
parishes. If you have any concerns regarding the safeguarding of children or adults in need of protection within 
the Church, please contact Marie O’Kane, the Diocesan Designated Liaison Person, on 07596 500793; or 
email: marie.okane@derrydiocese.org 

BAPTISMS – We welcome into the family of the Church: Elsié Mae Fox; Callé Harkin; Theo McBride and 
Odhran O’Donnell. 
 
SYMPATHY –We offer our sympathy to the family and friends of: Bernard Sheils, 40 Upper Galliagh Road. 
 
ANNIVERSARIES –Please pray for the repose of the souls of: Helen Bell; James McLaughlin; Frederick Bridge; 
Edward McDonagh; Gerard Hasson; Margaret Hasson; Bridie Burns; Elizabeth O’Loughlin; Denis McCourt; Johnny 
O’Donnell; Catherine Stephenson; Charlie Mullan; Jean Curran; Kathleen McTaggart and Roddy McTaggart. 
 
SVDP – Acknowledge with thanks a donation of £150 from the Thursday craft group. 
 
VOCATIONS TO THE PRIESTHOOD – Are you 18 years or older and thinking about serving the Church as a priest 
of the Diocese of Derry? There will be an afternoon talk with time for prayer, discussion, questions & answers in Derry 
City on Sunday 11 October. For further details, please contact Fr. Pat O'Hagan at: pgoh2111@gmail.com. 
 
MINISTRY TO THE SICK – Would you be willing to bring Holy Communion to the sick in their own homes or in 
care centres in our parishes? If so, please contact the Parish Office for further information. 
 
THORNHILL MINISTRIES – will lead an introduction to the practice of praying Scripture in a reflective way that 
will help participants let the Word of God to nestle in the quiet corner of the heart. 'Open heart - Open to the Word' series 
of 4 Sundays in October 3:30 - 4:30 pm Emmaus Room, Pennyburn Church. All welcome. 
 
FOYLE HOSPICE – will be hosting its Annual Coffee Morning on Saturday 10 October, from 10am to 1pm, at Day 
Therapy, Foyle Hospice, 61 Culmore Road, Derry~Londonderry. All welcome! 
 
THE PADRE PIO PRAYER GROUP – Holy Family Chapel, Ballymagroarty, will take place on Tuesday 6 October 
2026. Starting with Rosary at 6.45pm before Mass, celebration of Mass at 7.15pm, then the priest will bless everyone 
with a first-class relic of St. Pio, while closing prayers are recited. All welcome. 
 
LUMEN CHRISTI COLLEGE 30TH ANNIVERSARY – Gala event in the Everglades Hotel, Friday 23 October: 
Night at the Races, meal and dancing! Tickets available from the college reception. All welcome! 
 
GIVE A STUDENTS A TRUE DERRY WELCOME –For many of our students, coming to Derry is their first time 
away from home. At Foyle International, we are looking for local people who can offer more than just a spare room. A 
shared meal, a chat at the end of the day, a bit of advice, a laugh around the kitchen table these small everyday 
moments can make a huge difference to a student settling into life in Derry. If you have a spare room and would love 
to give an international student a true Derry welcome, we’d love to hear from you. Call Foyle International on 
02871371535 for more information. 
 
OUR LADY, UNTIER OF KNOTS NOVENA – The Novena to Our Lady, Untier of Knots began on Thursday, 1 
October in Saint Eugene’s Cathedral. It will continue for the following eight Thursdays, concluding on 26 
November. This Novena reminds us that sin never entangled Our Lady, and that Christ gave us His Mother as Our 
Lady, Untier of Knots. Through this devotion, we entrust our personal “knots” to her loving care—learning to let go 
and allowing her to gently untie what binds us.  All are welcome. 
 
ABIDE WOMEN'S CONFERENCE – November 20-22, the Great Northern Hotel Bundoran, Co. Donegal. 
Speakers include: Sarah Swafford, Fr Barry Braum, Fr Mark Wharton, Kimberlee Wooling, Danielle Noonan, 
Nashville Domincans & more, Mass will be celebrated by Bishop Fintan Gavin, from Cork & Ross Diocese. All 
welcome. For more details, please visit Abide in His Love at eventbrite.ieRegistration 
link: https://abideinhislove.eventbrite.com. 
 
POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR OCTOBER – For mental health ministry Let us pray that mental health 
ministry be established throughout the Church, helping to overcome the stigma and discrimination of persons with 
mental illnesses.  



 
      Parish of Dunboe, Macosquin and        

Aghadowey 
 

        Sunday 4th October 2026 

     Year A Psalter Week III 

 

Rev Neil Farren PP. Chapelfield, 59 Laurel Hill 

Road, Coleraine BT51 3PY Tele: 028 7034 3130 

Parish Secretary: Clare White at Chapelfield 

Office hours This week: 
Monday 5th October – 10.30– 1.30pm 

Tuesday 6th October – 10.30 – 1.30pm 

Thursday 8th October – 10.30 – 1.30pm 

 
Parish Email: cpdma@btinternet.com 
Parish Website: www.dmaparish.com 

SVP Helpline:  Tel: 07752017340 
Safeguarding Officer: Mrs Bernadette Eastwood 

 
Emergency Calls: Father Neil Farren - 07710860966 

 
Age Concern Tele 02870357966 

Good morning, Causeway For elderly and vulnerable 
people. Tele 02870558005  

Lifeline Crisis Response Helpline 0808 808 8000 
North Coast Community Transport Tele 02870321234 

Samaritans Tele 116123 
St Vincent de Paul Tele 07752017340 

Wave Trauma Centre for Mental Health and Wellbeing  

Tele 0282766990 Women’s Aid Tele 02870356 
Onus – Men & Women affected by domestic or 

sexual abuse in NI – 0808 802 1414 (Freephone 24hr) 

 

Anniversaries 

Cornelius Keating (Vigil St Johns), Kathleen Cartin 

(Aghadowey Sunday) Eamon Friel, Katrina Higgins, 

Billy Dysart, Roberta Doherty, Teresa Doherty, 

James Jack, John Cunning 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parish Collections 26th & 27th September 2026 

St Johns   Aghadowey   Dunboe 

Weekly:     £677.11     no Mass         no Mass 

Loose:       £346.90 

Total:       £1024.01 

 

Masses - week commencing 28th September 

 

 

 

Church St Johns Dunboe Aghadowey 

Monday 
 

10am   

Tuesday  
 

10am  12pm 

Wednesday  7pm   

Thursday 10am 12pm  

Friday  
 

10am   

Saturday  
 

6pm 7.30pm  

Sunday  11am  9.45am 

Dunboe Reader/ Offertory Rota 
Saturday 3rd October – Catherine / Offertory – Martin 

& Marian 
Saturday 10th October – Philomena / Offertory – Liam 

& Ann 
Saturday 17th October – Marie / Offertory – Brendan & 

Philomena 
Dunboe Eucharistic Minister Rota 

Saturday 3rd October – Vincent 
Saturday 10th October – Linda 
Saturday 17th October – Karen 

Saturday 24th October - Maggie 
Dunboe Cleaning & Flowers Rota 

October– Brenda O’Kane 
 

St Johns Eucharistic Minister 
Saturday 10th October – John McKeefry 

Sunday 11th October – Peter Devlin 
St Johns Minister of the Word October 

Vigil: Bernadette 
Sunday Mass: Geri 

 
Aghadowey Offertory 

Sunday 4th October - Anne & Ursula Mitchell 
Sunday 11th October – Patricia & Therese McAfee 

Sunday 18th October – McAleese Family 
Sunday 25th October – Kathleen & Eva McBride 

 

How much do we know about Angels and saints? 
 

Monsignor Patrick Delargy will be teaching a course on 
Angels and saints in St Patricks Hall Portrush  
From 8th October to 12th November 7-8.30 pm 

There is a book of the same name which is what the series 
is based on which can be purchased through Kieran Hill 
who will be happy to explain any queries you may have. 

Kieran Hill - 079 6428 7839 
All are very welcome 

ALPS QPR Suicide Prevention Training 
ALPS (All Lives Are Precious) will be visiting our 

parish on Saturday, 10th October In Aghadowey 
Hall from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM to conduct QPR 

Suicide Prevention Training. 
 

QPR stands for Question, Persuade, and Refer—
three simple, evidence-based steps that teach 

individuals how to recognize the warning signs of 
a suicide crisis, offer hope, and guide someone in 

distress toward professional help.  
 

Just as CPR provides basic medical first aid, QPR 
equips everyday people with essential mental 
health intervention skills. Every participant will 

gain practical tools and the confidence to serve as 
a vital support network for friends, family, and 

neighbours. 
 

This event is run on a donation basis, and we 
kindly ask that all attendees contribute a 

Suggested donation of £10. It Costs ALPS £400 per 
day to facilitate this training. 

 
We hope to have a full house for this invaluable 

session—please join us and help make our 
community a safer place for us all to live in! 

If interested, please contact the parish office to 
confirm your attendance. 

 
St. Vincent de Paul – Quiz Night 

St John’s conference is holding a Quiz Night in the 
Montra Club on Friday 23rd October at 7.45 p.m. 

Please come out for a good night’s craic! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Season of Creation Inter-denominational Walk 
 

Today Our Parish will team up with the congregation of 
St Patrick’s Church of Ireland at Castleroe Wood, 

 
Meeting at 3pm in the carpark on Sunday 4th October 

(Feast of St Francis of Assisi) 

 
All are welcome to attend. 

 

(Castleroe wood is about 1/3rd mile beyond Castleroe, after 
turning left on to Curragh rd. toward Aghadowey) 

All Saints Day Pilgrim Walk 
On Sunday 1st November. From the Convent steps to St 

Patricks Holy well (Tubber Patrick). 
Meeting at 3pm and walking up the steps along the 

Convent walk towards Portstewart Strand, just before the 
Strand on the brow of the hill, is St Patricks Well. 

 
All are welcome to join us! 

Meetings at Chapelfield 
Liturgy Committee – Monday 12th Oct – 10.30am Sacristy 

Finance Committee – Monday 12th Oct at 7pm 
Pastoral Council– Thursday 8th October at 7pm   

Family Prayer Booklet 
A family prayer booklet is now available in the Churches. 
 Parishioners are invited to collect a copy of traditional 
prayers, which are laid out for each day of the week. It 
also includes other family prayers as well as children’s 

prayers. 

Defibrillator Training 
Aghadowey Parish Hall 

Date: Saturday 24th October 
Time: 10.00am-12.00. 

 
With the installation of the defibrillator at 

Aghadowey hall, there will now be a training 
session delivered by John Wilson Training to 

provide basic first aid training for defibrillator use 
to anyone interested. 

 
Please note this course is limited to 16 spaces and 

will be on a first come first served basis. The 
course is funded by the parish. 

 
Everyone attending the short course will receive 

an attendance certificate. 
 

Please message or call Louise on 07746618857 to 
book your place. 

Baby Massage & Reflexology Classes 

6-week course starting Friday 16th October in Ballerin. 
For more information or to book: 

diane@groundedsoles.org | 07761 054666 
 

DMA Parish (Claudy area) https://dmaparish.com

mailto:cpdma@btinternet.com
http://www.dmaparish.com/
mailto:diane@groundedsoles.org
https://dmaparish.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

OUR LADY OF MONTLIGEON PRAYER GROUP- praying for all the 
souls in Purgatory meets in Termonbacca, on the last Wednesday each month 
at 12:30pm. Also in St Joseph’s Church Galliagh every Monday after 11am 
Mass. 
 

PILGRIMAGES TO MEDJUGORJE & LOURDES 2027 Deposits and 
Savings scheme available on Thursdays in Parochial House from 10.30am-
12noon.beginning in October. contact Margaret 07732468511 
 

 RACHEL'S VINEYARD: Have you been hurt by abortion? Tel: Michelle 
07871765181.  
GAMBLERS ANONYMOUS: Is gambling affecting your life? We would 
like to help. Pick up the phone and ring 028 7135 1329.  

ACCOR DERRY MARRIAGE PREPARATION WORKSHOPS November 
20th/21st 2026 These courses are now online for booking at 
www.accordni.com  

 FOYLE INTERNATIONAL Give a Students a True Derry Welcome  For 
many of our students, coming to Derry is their first time away from home.. At 
Foyle International, we are looking for local people who can offer more than 
just a spare room. If you have a spare room and would love to give an 
international student a true Derry welcome, we’d love to hear from you. Call 
Foyle International on 02871371535 for more information. 
 
 
SAFEGUARDING Any concerns with regard to the Safeguarding of children 
and Vulnerable Adults within the Church please contact Marie O’Kane, the 
Diocesan Designated Liaison Person (DLP) on +447596500793 or email: 
dlp@derrydiocese.org Northern Ireland emergency services PSNI (Police 
Service of Northern Ireland) 101 Social Services: Gateway Services, Western 
HSC Trust, 028 7131 4090 (and ask for the Duty Social Worker) Gateway 
Services, Northern HSC Trust 028 9442 4459 Regional Emergency Social 
Work Services 0800 1979 99  
 
PRIVACY NOTICE The Diocese of Derry complies with GDPR regulations. A 
privacy notice is available on the Parish Website Live stream and recordings of 
Mass and Services in Holy Family Church are available on line. Parishioners 
should note that the first 2 rows of seats are visible on line. 
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                                                  MASSES 
    Saturday Vigil 6.00pm 
Sunday 9.30am, 11.00am, 12.30pm 

Mon ,Wed ,Fri, Sat 10.00am Tues and Thurs 7.15pm 
CONFESSIONS 

Saturdays from 10.30am-11.30am & 5.15pm-5.50pm 
Tues ,Thurs 6.45pm – 7.10pm 

Divine Mercy 3pm Monday– Friday 
 

BAPTISMS 
Saturday at 4.30pm 

 

MARRIAGES 
Three months notice and marriage preparation necessary 

 

PAROCHIAL HOUSE 
71267070 

1 Aileach Road Ballymagroarty BT48 0AZ 
Email:office@holyfamily-parish.com 

Website: www. holyfamily-parish.com 
Webcam: Click on website and follow the links 

Parish Office 9.45am-1.45pm Mon– Fri 
 

Parish Priest:                                                                    Curate 
Fr Joseph Gormley                                                         Fr Kevin Mulhern 
 

Holy Family https://www.holyfamily-parish.com

https://www.holyfamily-parish.com


TEMPORARY REALIGNMENT OF CHURCH 

Over the  next week or so the third and most extensive part of the church 
renovations will begin .This entails the refurbishing and renewal of the 
Sanctuary, a project that will take up to six months. 

This renovation will necessitates a temporary realignment of the church’s 
configuration so as to ensure that the church can be used during this 
period. Work to begin this realignment will begin this week . We apologise 
for any inconvenience caused and thank you for support, consideration, 
and cooperation.  

SYMPATHY We offer our sympathy to the family of James McBay Inchview 
and Bridie Gillespie, Glengalliagh Park who died during the week.  May they 
rest in peace. 
 

ANNIVERSARIES We pray for those whose anniversaries occur at this time   
William Murray, Molly Cassidy 
 

SUNDAY COLLECTION 26th September £2173.70 & €152.72 Standing 
Orders £400 2nd Collection £872.22 & €129.65 Thank you for your generosity  
 
 

HOLY FAMILY SCRIPTURE GROUP on Thursday after 7.15pm Mass 
in the Upper Room This is a sacred time to come together to listen and 
reflect as Jesus speaks to each of us through His Word in scripture All 
welcome 
 
 

PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS TO THE DIOCESAN PRIESTHOOD 
We pray for the men God is calling to serve as priests of our diocese that, 
as they work in the vineyard of the Lord, they will produce the good fruit 
of justice and integrity. 

THINKING ABOUT PRIESTHOOD? Are you 18 years or older and 
thinking or wondering about serving the church as a priest of the diocese 
of Derry? There will be an afternoon talk with time for prayer, discussion, 
questions & answers in Derry on Sunday 11 October. For further details 
please contact Fr Pat O’Hagan at pgoh2111@gmail.com 
 

ROSARY ON THE COAST. Rosary on the Coast will be at 3pm 
today Sunday at Lisfannon  We will pray for unborn children.  

     

HOLY FAMILY PADRE PIO GROUP Monthly devotions Tuesday 
6th October  Rosary at 6:45pm and Mass at 7:15 Followed by Novena 
Prayers and Blessing with Relic of St Pio. 
                            

FR ANSELM MEO.MESSAGE  “Dear Fr Gormley, and parishioners 
of Holy Family  and  people of Derry  On behalf of the people here I 
Thank you for the donations which you generously sent here to help us in 
Ende, Flores, Indonesia We distributed to the people in need through the 
parish priest and I did it myself for food  rice etc and for tents, and the 
health centre in the village.  I also send donations to Ende Archbishop.  All 
together the money of 56.000.000 here…….. “We have already sent him 
£4000 and are in process of sending him £1500 as other donations have 
come in. His email and some photos are on the notice board in the porch 
for anyone who would like to see them. 

THORNHILL MINISTRIES will lead an introduction to the practice of 
praying Scripture in a reflective way that will help participants let the 
Word of God to nestle in the quiet corner of the heart. 'Open heart - Open 
to the Word' series of Sundays in October 3:30 - 4:30 pm Emmaus Room, 
Pennyburn Church. All welcome 
 
LUMEN CHRISTI COLLEGE 30TH anniversary Gala event in the 
Everglades Hotel, Friday 23rd October: Night at the Races, meal and 
dancing! Tickets available from the college reception. All welcome! 
 

ANAM CARA, the organisation that supports bereaved parents in 
Donegal, will be hosting a grief cafe for bereaved parents on Thursday 
8th October from 7.30pm - 9pm in the Inishowen Gateway Hotel, 
Buncrana This event is free and open to all bereaved parents regardless 
of the age of their child, the circumstances of their death, or how recent 
their death was.  We also offer online support group meetings. To find 
out more call (00353)01 4045378 or email info@anamcara.ie  Anam 
Cara's next Bereavement Information Evening will will take place online 
on Thursday 15 October at 7pm.  Bereaved paretns are very welcome to 
register  https://bit.ly/OctBIE 
 
FOYLE HOSPICE will be hosting its Annual Coffee Morning on 
Saturday, 10th October, from 10am to 1pm, at Day Therapy Foyle Hospice, 
61 Culmore Road, Everyone is welcome! Please come along and support 
your local hospice. 



Parish Details 

Please have all Anniversaries names  

& News Items in by 3.00 pm on  

WEDNESDAY this week. 

 

The Parish Office is CLOSED this  

Monday 5th October.  

Thank-You. 

�This was the Lord�s doing 

and it is wonderful to see.� 

Isn�t it amazing how we can 

so easily take all  the 

wonderful things of life for 

granted? The result is that 

l ife becomes boring or 

difficult or oppressive for so 

many people. What makes 

the difference in life is the 

quality of our thanksgiving 

and praise of God and of one 

another. This week Christ 

asks us to develop this 

ability in a special way. Make 

it a week when criticism is 

banned especially from our 

homes and community and 

when we go out of our way to say thanks and to acknowledge 

the goodness of one another. This is not easy because we are 

so used to criticising one another either directly or through 

gossip. And we justify this by saying that we are only telling the 

truth! When we are like that, we are not living our faith in 

Christ who only sees all that is good in each of us.  

 

Father Johnny Doherty, C.Ss.R.

CHURCH CLEANERS NEEDED 

Would you be willing to help keep our church 

looking clean and welcoming?  

We are looking for a few volunteers to join a 

new cleaning group. The commitment would 

be just a few hours, once a month.  

If you could spare some time to help, we would 

be very grateful for your support.  

To volunteer, please leave your name and 

contact number in the sacristy with Tom or 

Patrick. 

ANNUAL POKER NIGHT 

James Scullion Memorial Tournament 

Saturday 24th October at 8.30pm Sharp  

in Lavey Club. 

Entry £20 & 1 optional of £20 bonus chips  

if seated for 1st hand. 

Proceeds in aid of the Church  

Restoration Fund.

Parish Collections: 27th September 

 

Weekly: £927.00 

Building: £986.90 

Loose Coin: £507.13 

 

Thank you for your continued support!

Lavey https://www.laveyparish.com

https://www.laveyparish.com
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MASS SCHEDULE 

Monday 5th October     9.15 am Mass 

Wednesday 7th October     9.15 am Mass 

Thursday 8th October     9.15 am Mass 

Friday 9th October        9.15 am Mass 
Adoration will begin after morning Mass  

and conclude at 5.00 pm. 

 

28th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Saturday 10th October          5:15 pm - 5:45 pm - Confessions 

   6:00 pm Mass 

Sunday 1th October    9:00 am Mass 

11:00 am Mass 

Safeguarding Information Evening 

If you are involved in our parish in following 

roles - Sacristans, Altar Server Leaders, 

Pope John Paul II Award Leaders, Parish 

Council members, SVDP members, Choir 

members, which includes the supervision, 

guidance, care and training of children and or 

vulnerable adults you are asked to attend a 

safeguarding meeting.  

 

The meeting will take place on Wednesday 

14th October at 7.00pm in the Church.  

 

Please contact Patrick in the office to 

book or if you require further information.

SICK AND HOUSEBOUND  

Fr. Graham will attend the Sick and the 

Housebound this Wednesday 7th and  

Thursday 8th October.

Mission Month 2026  

October and World Mission Sunday is the 

Holy Father�s annual appeal for spiritual 

and financial support so that the life-giving 

work of overseas mission and missionaries 

can continue. It always falls on the second 

last Sunday in October, meaning this year it 

will be celebrated over the weekend of 

Sunday 18th October.  

To learn more go to www.missio.ie 

Call for Volunteers 

Our three Sunday Masses are central to 

parish life, and parishioners' 

participation enriches our Eucharist 

celebration. We want to expand our 

volunteer group to assist as Readers, 

Collectors, and Eucharistic Ministers. 

Even if you have been involved in these 

ministries before, you are welcome to 

join again. More involvement helps share 

the commitment among parishioners. If 

you are interested, you may leave your 

name and telephone number after any 

Mass next weekend (10th/11th 

October). We sincerely thank all who 

already contribute their time 

generously to our Parish.

Are you 18 years or older and thinking or 

wondering about serving the Church as a 

priest of the diocese of Derry? There will 

be an afternoon Talk with time for Prayer, 

Discussion, in Derry on Sunday 11th 

October. For more details please contact 

Fr Pat O'Hagan at: pgoh2111@gmail.com.



longtowerchurch.org
Checking the site connection security

This page requires cookies to be enabled in your browser settings. Please check this setting and enable

cookies (if disabled)

Long Tower https://longtowerchurch.org

https://longtowerchurch.org


 

  Fr. Patrick Doherty 79642496 / Fr. Kieran O’Doherty  79642359 
 Sacristans: Glen 79643131/Maghera 79643061 Web Cam  www.mcnmedia.live  
 Baptisms: 79642983(Notification by Thursday) Pastoral Centre:79642983 

 Pilgrim Statue: 79642983 / St Vincent de Paul Helpline: 07752111032 

 PARISH FACEBOOK PAGE – www.facebook.com/magheraparish 
It’s a useful way to stay up to date with all our parish events.  Please hit the ‘Follow’ button 
and we would be grateful if you could like and share our posts. 

Sunday:  St Patrick’s 9.30am 
  St Mary’s   Vigil 6.30am and Sunday 11.30am 

    Wednesday 7.30pm and Friday 10.00am  

Daily Mass St Patrick’s Monday to Thursday 9.30am 
    Friday 7.30pm (Mass for all deceased) 

Daily Rosary at 9.10am  

CONFESSIONS – Daily after Morning Mass (except Sunday and Holydays) & St Mary’s at 7pm 
on Wednesday (before Evening Mass) and Saturday 11am/12Noon & 5.30pm/6.15pm  
 

We pray for the men God is calling to serve as priests of our diocese that, as they work in 

the vineyard of the Lord, they will produce the good fruit of justice and integrity.               

      pgoh2111@gmail.com 

Are you 18 years or older and thinking or wondering about serving the Church as a priest of 

the diocese of Derry? There will be an afternoon Talk with time for Prayer, Discussion, 

Questions & Answers in Derry on Sunday 11 October.   Contact:  Fr. Pat O’Hagan at 
      pgoh2111@gmail.com 
  

HOLY FACE OF JESUS –  

Prayers every Tuesday after 9.30am Mass and Divine Mercy. 

 

OCTOBER DEVOTIONS – 
in St Mary’s Church each Sunday evening at 6pm during October. 

 
ERRIGAL PARISH MISSION – Due to unforeseen circumstances, the Errigal 

Parish Mission will be postponed and will now run from 27 October to  

2nd November.  All are warmly welcome, whether from the parish or  

neighbouring communities.  We invite you to join us for as much of the  

Mission as possible and to keep its success in your prayers.  For more  

information, please visit:- https://www.errigalparish.com/ 

 

THE POWER OF GATHERING -  new book – written by Fr. Paul Farren.   

Invitation and Book Launch will take place on Wednesday 7 October at 7pm in St Mary’s College.  Guest Speaker, Bishop Michael Router. 

 
ENVELOPE COLLECTION  - Thank you for last week’s envelope collections 

of £3,606.00.   We appreciate your support to the church  and for bringing your 

envelopes and donations to the church and pastoral centre.  May your generosity be 

rewarded.  Anyone wishing to donate to Maghera parish may do so by visiting  

website:  magheraparishderry.com and using donate button. 

 
 

ROSARY ON THE COAST – will take place at Lisfannon Beach this Sunday  

5 October at 3pm.  All welcome! 

 
SENIORS TUESDAY CLUB   In Fairhill Youth Centre on Tuesdays at 10.30am. 
 
GLEN GAA Website www.wattygrahamsgac.com  Lotto Numbers 34:30:44:47: No winner. 

Next week £12,500. Three winners of £50:  Peadar Lagan, Des Kearney and R. Kelly.    

Flyover £16,750 in 45 Nos. or less. 

 

FALLAGHLOON HALL  -  BINGO- Sunday night 7.30pm. Jackpot £500 in 45 numbers. 

 

CHARITY CÉILÍ – In memory of Will Gribben, former Chairperson of the Co. Derry Ceili 

Club will be held in Open Door Complex, (Parochial Hall) Bellaghy – on Saturday 3 October 

from 9pm to midnight.  Music by Rayment Loney.  Adm. £8 / 10 Euros. 

All proceeds in aid of Riding School for Disabled, Maghera. 

 

AN CARN  - SET DANCING: Wed 7 Oct.– 7.30pm/9pm  at An Coire -  

CHAIR AEROBICS -  Thurs 8 Oct from 9.30am/10.30am at An Carn. 

7.30pm/9.30pm. £10. 12+    

Introduction to Punch Needle – Learn the basics of punch-needle and create your own 

unique tufted piece of art to bring home!  All levels welcome, especially beginners –  

on Saturday 17 Oct from 11am/1pm.  £25. 

 
ABIDE WOMEN’S CONFERENCE, November 20th-22nd –  

The Great Northern Hotel Bundoran, Co. Donegal.  Speakers include Sarah Swafford,  

Fr. Barry Braum, Fr. Mark Wharton, Kimberlee Wooling, Danielle Noonan, Nashville  

Domincans & more.  Mass will be celebrated by Bishop Fintan Gavin, from Cork & Ross  

Diocese.  We would love to welcome you this weekend.  For more details, please visit;-  

Abide in His Love at evenbrite.ie Registration link: htts://abideinhislove.eventbrite.com 

 

GRANAGHAN & DISTRICT WOMEN’S GROUP –  

We will be delivering our first-ever Kids’ Papier-mâché workshop during the Hallowe’en  
holidays on Tuesday 27 Oct from 1pm/3pm approximately.  Our tutor will be Louie Winward.  

Louie is no stranger to Swatragh but this will be her first time delivering a workshop for us.  

Open to boys and girls and geared towards 8-12 year olds.  Guaranteed to be messy but  

marvellous.  Parents welcome to stay too.  Places allocated on a first come, first served basis. 

Phone Anne McNicholl 07714757643. 

 

MENTAL HEALTH FIRST AID TRAINING COURSE  -  will take place on 27th & 28th Oct 

from 9.30am/4.30pm in Heaney Homeplace, 45 Main Street, Bellaghy.  Please Note – to 

be eligible to apply you must live within or directly deliver a service within the Northern 

HSC Trust area. E-mail: denise@cwsan.org or phone 07540969623 

 

NETBALL FOR BEGINNERS – has started in the Backrow Hall, Draperstown on  

Wednesday nights from 7pm/8pm. (change of time) Suitable for all ages and abilities, 16 to 50’s are welcome.  Contact Martina on 07795165999 for more info.  Adm. only £3. 

 

 

 

Maghera (Derry) http://www.magheraparishderry.com
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https://www.errigalparish.com/
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 The Parish of Moville 
St Pius X, Moville    St Mary’s, Ballybrack 

 

St Columba’s, Ballinacrae    St Joseph’s Oratory, Shrove 
 

Parish Priest: Fr Colm O’Doherty (074) 9382057 
 

Parish Office: (074) 9382057/0899421375 
 

emails: movilleparish@derrydiocese.org   
  movilleparish@gmail.com  

 
Bulletin email address: movillebulletin@gmail.com 

 
Parish website: www.movilleparish.com 

 
CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK AHEAD 

 
Sunday 4th Israel, God’s first chosen people, did not produce the fruit expected of them. God found fault with 
them and the promised inheritance passed from them. The Church today must prove itself worthy of God’s 
call by bringing forth the fruit of love and good works. 
 
Monday 5th St Faustina (1905-1938) was born in Glagowiec in Poland. As a Sister of Our Lady of Mercy 
she came to understand that no human wretchedness could measure itself against the mercy which ceaselessly 
pours from the heart of Christ. She inspired the movement dedicated to proclaiming and imploring Divine 
Mercy throughout the world. 
 
Tuesday 6th St Bruno (1033-1101). A priest with a desire to establish a monastery of poverty, manual work, 
silence and worship.  Founded the Carthusians at La Grande Chartreuse.    
 
Wednesday 7th Our Lady of the Rosary. This feast urges us to meditate on the divine mysteries of Christ, 
following the example of Mary, who was associated in a special way with the incarnation, life, passion and 
resurrection of the Son of God. 
 
Friday 9th St John Henry Newman (1801-90). Remembered for his gentle scholarship, deep human wisdom 
and love of the Lord. By his writings he made a great contribution to the life of the Church, even long after his 
death. He became the first Rector of the Catholic University of Ireland in 1854. Beatified by Pope Benedict 
XVI on 19 September 2010 and canonised 13 October 2019 
 
Saturday 10th First Anniversary Mass for Stephen Clarke at 6.30pm in St Pius X 
 
Sunday 11th 11.30am Mass will be celebrated in Ballinacrae. 
 
Mass this week in St Pius X: Monday to Friday 10am. Saturday 6.30pm; Sunday 10am. 
 
Confessions in St. Pius X Church: Saturday 5.45pm to 6.15pm.  
 
The Rosary and the Divine Mercy Chaplet will be recited in St. Pius X Church, Moville, at 7.30pm every 
day, from Sunday – Friday. Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament on Monday, 2-9pm; Wednesday, 6-9pm. 
 
We offer our sympathy to the families and friends of Ann McCallion, Glasgow Seamus McTague, 
Carrownaff, Kathleen McDaid, Ardmore and Robert Magee, Carnagarve who died recently.  May they rest in 
peace.   
 
Baptism: We welcome into God’s Family Katie Alexius Bonner, Ballybrack and Gigi Coyle, Malin Road 
who were baptised recently. 

Moville https://movilleparish.com

https://movilleparish.com


 
Thank you for your generous financial support to the parish in the past week, which amounted to €2541 and 
€1570 for Retired Priests.  
 
Prayer for Vocations: We pray for the men God is calling to serve as priests of our diocese that, as they 
work in the vineyard of the Lord, they will produce the good fruit of justice and integrity.  We pray to the 
Lord.  
Are you 18 years or older and thinking or wondering about serving the Church as a priest of the diocese of 
Derry? There will be an afternoon Talk with time for Prayer, Discussion, Questions & Answers in Derry on 
Sunday 11 October. For further details please contact Fr Pat O'Hagan at pgoh2111@gmail.com 
 
Greencastle Community Centre (9381054) info@greencastlecentre.ie Memories & Mementoes, six-week  
scrapbooking course from Thursday 22 October. Cost €30. Strike A Chord –After-School Project begins on 
Wednesday 14 October 4-6pm. Transport and food provided. Autumn Wreath Workshop on Thursday 15 
October. €45 Text Hayley 00447947431574. Christmas Craft Fair Saturday on 21 November. Stalls €20. 
 
Carrowmena Community Centre (9367061) Free information session on making a will on Monday 12 
October. Booking essential. Monthly food market begins on Sunday 18 October from 2 to 5pm. Tables €5. 
Places available on digital skills for farmers, plumbing and Kid's Halloween craft.  
 
Serenity House (9382945) serenityhouse@eircom.net Join the IFAN Community Health Forum, Greencastle 
Community Centre and Serenity House Learning Centre and local health networks for a morning of wellness 
and community connection on Tuesday 8 October from 10am -1pm in St Eugene’s Hall beginning with a 
guided walk or chair aerobics followed by light refreshments. Eight-week Quilting course (€60) begins on 
Thursday 8 October at 3 pm. Soap and Resin Jewellery on Friday 9 October at 7pm. €5 per class. ICDL 
course on Wednesday 14 October from 10am to 1pm. 
 
The Friends of Letterkenny Hospital's annual church gate collection will take place next weekend 10/11 
October. 
 
Call into Carndonagh Library on Tuesdays 6,13 or 20 October between 1.30 and 3.30pm if you would like 
help with your phone, tablet or laptop. Enquiries to 0861740684. 
 
Spraoi agus Spórt has a range of activities for Children and Families. Contact Unit 6, SuperValu, 
Carndonagh or visit spraoiagussport.ie. 
 
The gift of life – blood donation clinic – thank you to the 215 people who attended the recent clinic. The next 
clinic will be held in early 2027 

 
Next weekend we begin our time of 40 Hours adoration here in St Pius X. The adoration 
begins after the 10.00am Mass on Sunday and will continue until Night Prayer at 9.00pm. The 
40 hours begin again after the 10.00am Mass on Monday and will conclude at 9.00pm that 
evening with Night prayer. I invite as many as possible to come and spend time in the presence 
of the Blessed Sacrament during these special days of blessing for the parish. The rosary and 
Divine Mercy Chaplet will be recited at the normal times on those days. 

 

Safeguarding If you have any concerns with regards to Safeguarding children or adults, please contact 
Marie O’Kane, The Diocesan Designated Liaison Person at 00447596500793 or dlp@derrydiocese.org. 
Local Safeguarding Representatives are Mary McGranaghan and Brídín Hannaway 



 

A short reflection on today’s Gospel Matthew 21:33-43 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus tells the parable of the vineyard, reminding us that God lovingly 
entrusts gifts, responsibilities and opportunities to his people. The vineyard is fruitful, 

carefully prepared and full of promise, yet the tenants forget that it does not truly belong to 

them. They begin to act as though they are the owners rather than those who have been 

entrusted with its care. 

We too can be tempted to hold tightly to what God has placed in our hands - our time, 

talents, possessions, abilities and even our relationships. We can easily forget that these are 

gifts to be received with gratitude and used for the good of others. The Gospel invites us 

instead to become faithful stewards, recognising that everything we have is ultimately a gift 

from God and that we are called to help it flourish. 

At the heart of the parable is God’s patient and enduring love. Even when his messengers 
are rejected and his people turn away, God does not abandon them. He continues to call 

them back to himself, offering opportunities to change, to return and to begin again. In 

sending his Son, Jesus, God reveals just how far he is willing to go to draw us into his love 

and restore us to friendship with him. 

As a parish community, may we receive all that God has entrusted to us with grateful hearts. 

May we be generous in sharing our gifts, faithful in our responsibilities, and attentive to the 

needs of those around us. And may our lives, like a well-tended vineyard, bear abundant 

fruit - fruit that gives glory to God and brings hope, love and blessing to others. 
 

Prayer for Vocations to the Priesthood: We pray for the men God is calling to serve as 

priests of our diocese that, as they work in the vineyard of the Lord, they will produce the 

good fruit of justice and integrity.  

Are you 18 years or older and thinking or wondering about serving the Church as a priest of 

the diocese of Derry? There will be an afternoon Talk with time for prayer, discussion, 

questions & answers in Derry on Sunday 11th October. For further details please contact Fr 

Pat O'Hagan at pgoh2111@gmail.com 
 

 

The Matt Talbot Mass will be celebrated here in St Eugene’s Cathedral on Monday, 
5th October at 7.30 pm. To join the Matt Talbot Prayer Society, you are invited to enrol the 

name of the person to be prayed for and the addiction we are praying that they will be freed 

from. Those enrolled will be prayed for specifically every day.  Mass will also be offered 

for those enrolled on the first Monday of every month here in St Eugene’s Cathedral at 
7.30pm.  To enrol someone in the Matt Talbot Prayer Society please email 

vita@matttalbotprayersociety.com or private message St Eugene’s Cathedral Facebook 
page or phone St Eugene’s Cathedral at 028 71262894/71365712. 
 

Our Lady, Untier of Knots Novena - The Novena to Our Lady, Untier of Knots continues 

after the 7.30pm Mass on Thursdays, in St Eugene’s Cathedral, concluding on Thursday 
26th November.  Sometimes life can feel like one overwhelming knot, especially when we 

face health challenges or burdens beyond our control. This Novena reminds us that sin never 

entangled Our Lady, and that Christ gave us His Mother as Our Lady, Untier of Knots. 

Through this devotion, we entrust our personal “knots” to her loving care - learning to let 

go and allowing her to gently untie what binds us.  All are welcome to join in prayer and 

reflection during this special time of grace. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saint Carlo Acutis Day of Prayer.  You are invited to come to St Eugene’s Cathedral, 
Derry on Sunday 11th October from 2.00pm where we will have Veneration of a First Class 

Relic of St Carlo Acutis, gifted to the Cathedral by Carlo’s mother, Antonia.  
The Sacrament of Confession will be available from 2.00pm until Mass at 7.00pm, which 

will be celebrated by Bishop Michael Router. Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament will take 

place in the Mother Teresa Chapel during the Celebrations. A short film on Carlo’s life will 
be shown in the Conference Room. Everyone is welcome to this special time.  

Mass bouquets are available for £2 each as a thanksgiving for the gift of St Carlo Acutis.  

Bouquets can be purchased from the parish office during the week and after Masses next 

weekend.  St Carlo, known for his deep love of the Eucharist and his inspiring witness of 

faith in the digital age, is a powerful intercessor for young people, families, and all those 

seeking to grow in holiness. This is a beautiful way to celebrate this joyful occasion and to 

share a spiritual gift with someone you love or remember in prayer. 
 

 

International Exhibition - The Eucharistic Miracles of the World, designed and created 

by St. Carlo Acutis will take place in The Cathedral Hall, Infirmary Road from 9–16 October 

2026.  Come and discover the remarkable stories of Eucharistic miracles from around the 

world, brought together through the inspiring work of St. Carlo Acutis. Admission is free - 

all are welcome. 

 

Thank you 

Fr Farren acknowledges with thanks the 

following donations for: 
 

Sight Savers: £20, £50, £20 

Hungry Children: £5 

UNICEF: £40 

Smile Train: £50, £10 

Gaza Appeal: £50, £20 

Medical Missions of Mary: £10 

Cathedral Funds: £500 

 

Collection 
 

Priests Collection:  £5,734 

Parish Development:  £1,036 

Thank you for your generosity 

Readers for 10th /11th October 
 

6.15pm   Garth Tucker 

7.30pm   Claire O’Kane  

9.30am   Barry McDaid 

11.00am  McGinley Readers 

12.30pm  Eilish Friel 

7.00pm   Marian Boyle 

 

Sympathy 
 

We offer our sympathy to the family 

and friends of: 

Assunta Hegarty 

Brian McColgan 

Annie Neal 

Danny Hegarty 
 

May they rest in peace 

Anniversaries 
 

Please pray for the repose of the souls 

of:           

William & Kathleen Gallagher 

Jane Doherty 

Adrian Ward 

May they rest in peace 

Baptisms 

We welcome as a member of God’s 
family: 

Hugh Patrick Clarke 

To book a Baptism contact the 

 Parish Office 02871 262894 

 

St Eugene's Cathedral (Templemore) https://steugenescathedral.com

mailto:pgoh2111@gmail.com
mailto:vita@matttalbotprayersociety.com
https://steugenescathedral.com


Book Launch – The Power of Gathering - You are warmly invited to the launch of Fr Paul 

Farren’s new book, The Power of Gathering: How Coming Together at Mass Renews Our 

Faith. The book reflects on the gift of gathering as a community of faith and the importance 

of coming together to celebrate Mass.  The launch is on Wednesday 7th October 2026 at 

7.00pm in St. Mary’s College, Northland Road, Derry.  The Guest Speaker will be Bishop 

Michael Router. All are very welcome. 
 

Are you enrolled in the Pope John Paul II Award in St Eugene’s Cathedral this year? 
If so, you are invited to attend an Information Session on Wednesday 7th October at 4.30pm 

in the Upper Sacristy. There will be a short presentation and discussion on how we can help 

you find suitable tasks that you will enjoy taking part in. Any questions you can 

email lauren.doherty@derrydiocese.org 
 

The Padre Pio Prayer Group at Holy Family Church, Ballymagroarty, will take place 

on Tuesday, 6th October 2026.  The evening will begin with the Rosary at 6.45pm, 

followed by the celebration of Holy Mass at 7.15pm.  After Mass, the priest will bless 

everyone with a first-class relic of St Pio, while the closing prayers are recited.  Everyone 

is welcome. 
 

Foyle Hospice Annual Coffee Morning.  Foyle Hospice will be hosting its Annual Coffee 

Morning on Saturday, 10th October, from 10am to 1pm, at Day Therapy, Foyle Hospice, 61 

Culmore Road, Derry.  Everyone is welcome! Please come along and support your local 

hospice. 
 

Lumen Christi College 30th anniversary Gala event in the Everglades Hotel, Friday 

23rd October: Night at the Races, meal and dancing! Tickets available from the college 

reception. All welcome! 
 

Book of Memories of Father Paddy O’Kane.  A new book is being written about well-

known Derry priest Father Paddy O’Kane, who died in 2022. The book, planned for 
publication next year, will bring together memories and stories from those who knew him, 

alongside selections from his weekly column in the Derry News.  Do you have a memory or 

story about Father Paddy? Author Ciaran O’Neill would be delighted to hear from anyone 
who would like to contribute.  Ciaran can be contacted at caoneill1971@gmail.com or 

07875 904354. 
 

St Eugene’s Cathedral is monitored by CCTV cameras and by two live streaming 
cameras. Live streaming can be viewed online at www.churchservices.tv, 

www.watchmcnmedia or the parish website. The Diocese of Derry Privacy Notice is 

displayed on the parish website and Cathedral notice board, or you may obtain a copy from 

the Parish Office. 
 

Safeguarding Notice: If you have any concerns with regard to the Safeguarding of children 

within the Church please contact Marie O’Kane, the Diocesan Designated Liaison Person 
(DLP) on +447596500793 or email: dlp@derrydiocese.org  

Northern Ireland emergency services: PSNI (Police Service of Northern Ireland): 101 Social 

Services: Gateway Services, Western HSC Trust: 028 7131 4090 (and ask for the Duty 

Social Worker), Gateway Services, Northern HSC Trust: 028 9442 4459, Regional 

Emergency Social Work Services: 0800 1979 995.  Republic of Ireland emergency services: 

Garda Síochána Buncrana: 00353 749 320 540 Letterkenny: 00353 749 167 100, TUSLA 

(ROI) Child and Family Agency: 00353 749 102 23 
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https://storage.googleapis.com/msgsndr/O1JKHUtAhmwCcvGhx5xT/media/689ef7e85dc21cd369d6a6aa.pdf
https://storage.googleapis.com/msgsndr/O1JKHUtAhmwCcvGhx5xT/media/689ef663c6ba4e5699a6e2dc.pdf
https://storage.googleapis.com/msgsndr/t4AV7E7OSM542PucNRsH/media/687978ae57dd6089b284d8e0.pdf
https://storage.googleapis.com/msgsndr/t4AV7E7OSM542PucNRsH/media/687977cace9e1882d1e7f753.pdf
https://storage.googleapis.com/msgsndr/t4AV7E7OSM542PucNRsH/media/686e79c96779909c443c8cfd.pdf
https://storage.googleapis.com/msgsndr/t4AV7E7OSM542PucNRsH/media/68656241987e878ebf3b4152.pdf
https://storage.googleapis.com/msgsndr/t4AV7E7OSM542PucNRsH/media/685978274fe187e196359ffe.pdf
https://storage.googleapis.com/msgsndr/t4AV7E7OSM542PucNRsH/media/684c16f3e3c4092153c7f3af.pdf
https://storage.googleapis.com/msgsndr/t4AV7E7OSM542PucNRsH/media/68498a7b9ad382b5c264ddd1.pdf
https://storage.googleapis.com/msgsndr/t4AV7E7OSM542PucNRsH/media/6839c3d2fa3e1bb9131d7ee8.pdf
https://storage.googleapis.com/msgsndr/t4AV7E7OSM542PucNRsH/media/68398cb2ed0d612d7e20e01c.pdf
https://storage.googleapis.com/msgsndr/t4AV7E7OSM542PucNRsH/media/68398b41adbd8f27d9462539.pdf
https://storage.googleapis.com/msgsndr/t4AV7E7OSM542PucNRsH/media/682257ba40eb130bd87c4e34.pdf
https://storage.googleapis.com/msgsndr/t4AV7E7OSM542PucNRsH/media/68225667710037b1d1a7f64d.pdf
https://storage.googleapis.com/msgsndr/t4AV7E7OSM542PucNRsH/media/682252c840eb1379cd7c43e9.pdf
https://storage.googleapis.com/msgsndr/t4AV7E7OSM542PucNRsH/media/680251b3efa08f2196dd66f3.pdf
https://storage.googleapis.com/msgsndr/t4AV7E7OSM542PucNRsH/media/67f91ee571384b6983af6431.pdf
https://storage.googleapis.com/msgsndr/t4AV7E7OSM542PucNRsH/media/67f91d8771384bfd26af6317.pdf
https://storage.googleapis.com/msgsndr/t4AV7E7OSM542PucNRsH/media/67ec2e517cb4a8253eb4df2a.pdf
https://storage.googleapis.com/msgsndr/t4AV7E7OSM542PucNRsH/media/67decdb50a7728658a78f4e3.pdf
https://storage.googleapis.com/msgsndr/t4AV7E7OSM542PucNRsH/media/67d8475a170b5b837e719649.pdf
https://storage.googleapis.com/msgsndr/t4AV7E7OSM542PucNRsH/media/67cc6d416adc025ea5169b56.pdf
https://storage.googleapis.com/msgsndr/t4AV7E7OSM542PucNRsH/media/67c772154c68ff00540d72e0.pdf
https://storage.googleapis.com/msgsndr/t4AV7E7OSM542PucNRsH/media/67bb8204fa0e0b82bdadb095.pdf
https://storage.googleapis.com/msgsndr/t4AV7E7OSM542PucNRsH/media/67b516392de3ab16caa1129b.pdf
https://storage.googleapis.com/msgsndr/t4AV7E7OSM542PucNRsH/media/67a8e6178f9e7e980c6c9d14.pdf
https://storage.googleapis.com/msgsndr/t4AV7E7OSM542PucNRsH/media/679e4e3ee64e96172e5edce8.pdf
https://storage.googleapis.com/msgsndr/t4AV7E7OSM542PucNRsH/media/6793d20d252fad44a88e9a63.pdf
https://storage.googleapis.com/msgsndr/t4AV7E7OSM542PucNRsH/media/678d0d34141a59571db1c863.pdf
https://storage.googleapis.com/msgsndr/t4AV7E7OSM542PucNRsH/media/6786a8e479883078ab8fac82.pdf
https://storage.googleapis.com/msgsndr/t4AV7E7OSM542PucNRsH/media/67782d79c290c66d16bf9689.pdf
https://storage.googleapis.com/msgsndr/t4AV7E7OSM542PucNRsH/media/676732ef7e621107fcaff09e.pdf
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404. That’s an error.

The requested URL was not found on this server. That’s all
we know.
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https://www.google.com/
https://www.google.com/
https://staroftheseacatholic.com


PARISH OFFICE                           PRIEST 
Wednesday – Friday: 9am – 3pm                                                                    Rev. Declan McGeehan P.P./Adm. 
028 7135 1718                                                                                           declan.mcgeehan@derrydiocese.org 
steelstown@derrydiocese.org / culmoreparish@derrydiocese.org                 Urgent sick calls: 073 5238 7817 

 
 

THE CHURCH OF  

Our Lady of Lourdes  
Serving the Parishes of Steelstown & Culmore 

 

 
Sunday 4th October 2026                28th  Sunday in Ordinary Time (A) 
 

 
 

‘A Million Children Praying the Rosary’ 
On Thursday evening, Pope Leo XIV joined hundreds of schoolchildren at the Lourdes Grotto in the Vatican 
Gardens to pray the Rosary and launch this year’s ‘A Million Children Praying the Rosary’ campaign. The 
initiative started in 2005, in Caracas, Venezuela. While a group of children were praying the Rosary at a 
roadside shrine, several women who saw them recalled the words of Padre Pio: “When a million children 
start praying the rosary, the world will change!” The women sparked a movement to get one million children 
to pray the rosary in October.  With the help of the Pontifical Foundation, ‘Aid to the Church in Need’, this 
has become an annual worldwide event, and Pope Leo is asking parishes, schools, parents and grandparents 
to encourage children to pray the rosary this month. 
 
Last year, at the invitation of Aid to the Church in Need (Ireland), children from Steelstown Primary School 
joined with schoolchildren from Holy Family School in Gaza in a day-long recitation of the Rosary. Classes 
took it in turn to pray a decade, and they received a set of rosary beads made by Christians in Bethlehem.  
All our schools will be taking part in the initiative again this year, and we encourage everyone to unite with 
them on Wednesday 7th October, offering the Rosary for peace in our country and in our world. 
 
The rosary is recited here on Mondays at 6.30pm, and on Tuesdays-Saturdays at 9.30am. Please consider 
joining us in this month of October.  

 

CONFESSIONS 
 

WEEKEND 
Saturday:   After 10am Mass; 
                    5.45pm – 6.25pm 
Sunday:      10.30am – 10.50am 
 
WEEKDAYS 
Monday:           6.30pm – 6.55pm 
Tuesday:           8.10am – 8.30am 
Thursday:         9.30am – 09.50am 

MASS TIMES   

SUNDAYS 
Vigil:        6.30pm 
Sunday:   09.00am;  
                 11.00am;  
                 12.15pm 
 

WEEKDAYS 
Monday – Friday:       7.45am 
Monday:                      7.00pm 
Tuesday – Saturday: 10.00am 

         DEVOTIONS 
 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
Thursday:  08.00 – 09.55am 
                    10.30am – 12 noon 

 

ROSARY 
Before 10am Mass 
 

DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET 
After 10am Mass 

Steelstown http://www.steelstownparish.com

http://www.steelstownparish.com


 

SAFEGUARDING NOTICE – We are committed to ensuring the safety and well-being of everyone in our 
parishes. If you have any concerns regarding the safeguarding of children or adults in need of protection within 
the Church, please contact Marie O’Kane, the Diocesan Designated Liaison Person, on 07596 500793; or 
email: marie.okane@derrydiocese.org 

BAPTISMS – We welcome into the family of the Church: Elsié Mae Fox; Callé Harkin; Theo McBride and 
Odhran O’Donnell. 
 
SYMPATHY –We offer our sympathy to the family and friends of: Bernard Sheils, 40 Upper Galliagh Road. 
 
ANNIVERSARIES –Please pray for the repose of the souls of: Helen Bell; James McLaughlin; Frederick Bridge; 
Edward McDonagh; Gerard Hasson; Margaret Hasson; Bridie Burns; Elizabeth O’Loughlin; Denis McCourt; Johnny 
O’Donnell; Catherine Stephenson; Charlie Mullan; Jean Curran; Kathleen McTaggart and Roddy McTaggart. 
 
SVDP – Acknowledge with thanks a donation of £150 from the Thursday craft group. 
 
VOCATIONS TO THE PRIESTHOOD – Are you 18 years or older and thinking about serving the Church as a priest 
of the Diocese of Derry? There will be an afternoon talk with time for prayer, discussion, questions & answers in Derry 
City on Sunday 11 October. For further details, please contact Fr. Pat O'Hagan at: pgoh2111@gmail.com. 
 
MINISTRY TO THE SICK – Would you be willing to bring Holy Communion to the sick in their own homes or in 
care centres in our parishes? If so, please contact the Parish Office for further information. 
 
THORNHILL MINISTRIES – will lead an introduction to the practice of praying Scripture in a reflective way that 
will help participants let the Word of God to nestle in the quiet corner of the heart. 'Open heart - Open to the Word' series 
of 4 Sundays in October 3:30 - 4:30 pm Emmaus Room, Pennyburn Church. All welcome. 
 
FOYLE HOSPICE – will be hosting its Annual Coffee Morning on Saturday 10 October, from 10am to 1pm, at Day 
Therapy, Foyle Hospice, 61 Culmore Road, Derry~Londonderry. All welcome! 
 
THE PADRE PIO PRAYER GROUP – Holy Family Chapel, Ballymagroarty, will take place on Tuesday 6 October 
2026. Starting with Rosary at 6.45pm before Mass, celebration of Mass at 7.15pm, then the priest will bless everyone 
with a first-class relic of St. Pio, while closing prayers are recited. All welcome. 
 
LUMEN CHRISTI COLLEGE 30TH ANNIVERSARY – Gala event in the Everglades Hotel, Friday 23 October: 
Night at the Races, meal and dancing! Tickets available from the college reception. All welcome! 
 
GIVE A STUDENTS A TRUE DERRY WELCOME –For many of our students, coming to Derry is their first time 
away from home. At Foyle International, we are looking for local people who can offer more than just a spare room. A 
shared meal, a chat at the end of the day, a bit of advice, a laugh around the kitchen table these small everyday 
moments can make a huge difference to a student settling into life in Derry. If you have a spare room and would love 
to give an international student a true Derry welcome, we’d love to hear from you. Call Foyle International on 
02871371535 for more information. 
 
OUR LADY, UNTIER OF KNOTS NOVENA – The Novena to Our Lady, Untier of Knots began on Thursday, 1 
October in Saint Eugene’s Cathedral. It will continue for the following eight Thursdays, concluding on 26 
November. This Novena reminds us that sin never entangled Our Lady, and that Christ gave us His Mother as Our 
Lady, Untier of Knots. Through this devotion, we entrust our personal “knots” to her loving care—learning to let go 
and allowing her to gently untie what binds us.  All are welcome. 
 
ABIDE WOMEN'S CONFERENCE – November 20-22, the Great Northern Hotel Bundoran, Co. Donegal. 
Speakers include: Sarah Swafford, Fr Barry Braum, Fr Mark Wharton, Kimberlee Wooling, Danielle Noonan, 
Nashville Domincans & more, Mass will be celebrated by Bishop Fintan Gavin, from Cork & Ross Diocese. All 
welcome. For more details, please visit Abide in His Love at eventbrite.ieRegistration 
link: https://abideinhislove.eventbrite.com. 
 
POPE’S PRAYER INTENTION FOR OCTOBER – For mental health ministry Let us pray that mental health 
ministry be established throughout the Church, helping to overcome the stigma and discrimination of persons with 
mental illnesses.  



Parishes of
Glendermott & Strathfoyle

Sunday 4th October 2026
Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

Staying close to the one
who tends the vineyard

For the third Sunday in a row, the Gospel brings us back to the vineyard.
Twoweeks ago, the owner went out repeatedly to invite workers, generous
to all who came. Last week, we met two sons and learned that a true "yes"
to God is shown in what we do. This week, Jesus tells the story of tenants
who were trusted with a vineyard and forgot it was never theirs.
Our first reading from Isaiah sets the scene with a love song. God digs the
soil, clears the stones, plants the finest vines and builds a watchtower to
protect them. He gives everything, and then waits, hoping for good fruit. In
the Gospel, the owner's patience is remarkable. He sends servant after
servant, and finally his own son. It is a picture of how far God is willing to
go to reach us.
The tenants' mistake is one we can all make: treating what we have been
given as if we own it. Our time, our talents, our families, our faith, even the
earth itself are gifts entrusted to us. Fittingly, today would ordinarily be the
feast of St Francis of Assisi, who saw all creation as God's gift and held
nothing as his own.
This week, we might ask ourselves: what fruit is God hoping to find in my
life? Perhaps patience at home, generosity with our time, care for someone
in need, or simply more time given to prayer.
If that question feels daunting, St Paul offers comfort in our second reading.
Don't be anxious, he says; bring everything to God in prayer, and the peace
of God will guard your hearts. We are not asked to produce fruit on our
own. We are asked to stay close to the One who tends the vineyard.

As October begins, the month of the Rosary, may Our Lady help us bear
fruit for her Son.

Waterside (& Strathfoyle amalgamated) https://watersideparish.net

https://watersideparish.net


Baptisms – We welcome into God’s family: Éadhla Rose McGuinness, Blackthorn
Manor, Callum JohnMcConnellogue, Gelvin Grange and Darragh Christy McDaid,
Rossnagalliagh Park.
Deaths – We pray for Kathleen Ward, Sandringham Drive, Prehen, Marianne
Kelly, late of Clooney Terrace, Teresa Kelly, Enagh Crescent and Shea Mullan,
Deer Park.
Anniversaries – For those whose anniversaries occur around this time: Hugo
Shiels, John Doherty, Lily Gourley, William Canning, Jim Houston, Elsie McDaid,
Willie McDaid, Irene Rainey, Jonathan Gibbons, Mary O’Neill, Mary O’Donnell,
Brigid Owen, Jack McDowell, Sean McGill, Frances McGinley, Tom Leonard

Offertory Collections: Glendermott: £4,285.00 Strathfoyle: £550.00
Thank you for your generosity to the parish collections.

Viatores Christi expressses their heartfelt gratitude to the parishioners for their
contribution to Viatores Christi last weekend, assisting in work with partner
projects in some of the poorest communities of our world.

Vocations - Are you 18 years or older and thinking or wondering about serving
the Church as a priest of the diocese of Derry? There will be an afternoon Talk
with time for Prayer, Discussion, Questions & Answers in Derry on Sunday 11
October. Further details please contact Fr Pat O'Hagan at pgoh2111@gmail.com
Unlocking theMystery of the BibleMany of us want to read the Bible but can find
it difficult to understand. The Parish will be running ‘Unlocking the Mystery of the
Bible’, an eight-part course that will help us to understand the main story of the
Bible and how all the different parts fit together. It gives the ‘big picture’ and helps
us see what the Bible is really about. We will meet on Monday evenings starting
on 2nd November at 8pm (after 7.30pm Mass) in the Parish Hall, St Columb’s
Church. Sessions will begin with prayer, followed by a video presentation and
small group discussion. By the end, you’ll feel more confident reading the Bible
and have a better understanding of how you fit into God’s plan. To register for the
course, please leave your name and contact details at the Parish Office (028 71
342303 or email secretary@watersideparish.net).
Our Lady, Untier of Knots Novena - The Novena to Our Lady, Untier of Knots
began after the 7.30pmMass on Thursday, 1st October in St Eugene’s Cathedral. It
will continue for the following eight Thursdays, concluding on 26th November. Do
you have “knots” in your life? All are welcome to join in prayer and reflection
during this special time of grace.
Rosary on the beach – The Holy Rosary will be prayed on Sunday 4th October at
3:00pm at Lisfannon Beach

mailto:pgoh2111@gmail.com


IMPORTANT NOTICE – Please note that there will be a Eucharistic Service in the
Church of Immaculate Conception on Monday to Friday during the coming week.
(ie Not Mass) at 9:15am. There will be no weekday Masses in St Oliver Plunkett or
St Mary’s Oratory until further notice. There will be Mass as usual in St. Columb’s
Church Monday to Friday at 10:00am and 7:30pm.

Trench Road Folk Group have returned for practises on Wednesday evenings
in Malvern Terrace Parish Hall at 7pm. New and returning singers are welcome.
Ages P7 up to and including adults.'
“He who sings, prays twice.” (St Augustine) – St Columb’s Church resumed in
September. We are constantly looking for new singers, maybe you would consider
joining, just come along and give it a try or talk to Markus or any choir members

Vocations Society of St Joseph (Waterside Parish) The next meeting will be held
on Wednesday 07 October after 10.00 am Mass. We continue to pray for priests,
vocations to priesthood and religious life and support seminarians. The Rosary on
Thursday mornings at 9.30am is offered for this intention.

Lectio Divina – Join us on Thursday evenings at 8:00pm in St Columb’s Church for
our weekly praying of the Sacred Scriptures.
Centring Prayer Group – Join us on Wednesday at 8:00pm in the St Columb’s
Church (Parish Hall)

Rise & Shine Group – DERRY GROUP 110 (formerly The Irish Pilgrimage Trust) –
Do you know a young person who would benefit from a week of friendship, fun,
faith and unforgettable memories in Lourdes? Rise & Shine brings children (11+)
and young adults with additional needs on a week-long pilgrimage holiday to
Lourdes each Easter. The trip is free for our guests as our volunteers fundraise for
it. For more information, and to apply, please see www.riseandshine.ie.
Applications for the 2027 Easter Pilgrimage are currently open and close on 15th

October 2026.

Thornhill Ministries -will lead an introduction to the practice of praying Scripture
in a reflective way that will help participants let the Word of God nestle in the
quiet corner of the heart. 'Open heart - Open to the Word' series of 4 Sundays in
October 3:30 - 4:30 pm Emmaus Room, Pennyburn Church. All welcome

ACCORD COUPLE COUNSELLING - Our couples counselling specialists provide
in-person and online services to individuals and couples dealing with
relationship challenges. For further information Accord Derry Tel; (028)
71362475 E mail; derry@accordni.com Web; www.accordni.com

http://www.riseandshine.ie
http://www.accordni.com
mailto:derry@accordni.com


Sunday Cycle A Weekday Cycle 2 Psalter week 3

Mass & Confession Times
Sunday
St Columb’s Church 10.00am, 12.30pm & 6.00pm
Church of Immaculate Conception 10.15am & 12.15pm
St Oliver Plunkett Church 11.15am
St Mary’s Oratory 9.15am

Monday – Friday
St Columb’s Church 10.00am & 7.30pm
Church of Immaculate Conception 9.15am - Prayer Service
St Oliver Plunkett’s Church
St Mary’s Oratory

Saturday
St Columb’s Church 10.00am & 7.00pm (Vigil of Sunday)
Church of Immaculate Conception 6.00pm (Vigil of Sunday)
St Oliver Plunkett’s Church 6.00pm (Vigil of Sunday)

Confessions
St Columb’s Church Monday – Friday 7.00pm – 7.25pm

Saturday after 10.00 Mass
Church of Immaculate Conception Saturday 5.30pm – 5.55pm
St Oliver Plunkett’s Church Saturday 5.30pm – 5.55pm

Parish Office 32 Chapel Road, Derry BT47 2BB. Tel. 02871 342303
Email: secretary@watersideparish.net Web: www.watersideparish.net
YouTube Channel: www.youtube.com/WatersideParish

Rev. Michael Canny PP 02871342303 secretary@watersideparish.net
Rev. Patrick Lagan CC 02871342303 secretary@watersidepaish.net
Rev Joshy Parokkaran CC 02871342303 secretary@watersideparish.net

SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN AND VULNERABLE ADULTS – If you are concerned about
the welfare and safety of children or a vulnerable adult contact: Designated Diocesan Person Ms
Marie Gormley at 07596500793 or marie.gormley@derrydiocese.org or PSNI 101.

Our Churches are monitored by CCTV cameras and by live streaming. Live streaming can
be viewed online at the parish website. The Diocese of Derry Privacy Notice is displayed
on the parish website and Church notice board.

http://www.watersideparish.net
http://www.youtube.com/WatersideParish
mailto:secretary@watersidepaish.net
mailto:secretary@watersideparish.net
mailto:marie.gormley@derrydiocese.org

